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Citizen

Citizen is a timeline of the history of people’s rights in the United States of America starting with the 
Declaration of Independence.  The imagery of people holding up children demonstrates humanity’s ability 
to make things better for future generations.  Most of the text laser cut throughout each painting endorses 
and upholds this concept with concrete laws, official declarations and speeches expressing egalitarian 
ideas supporting positive social agreements.  Others reveal inequities.  The first images are of white 
people because the truth is America was founded on the idea that “God created all white men equal”.  
The acknowledgment of different races and genders deserving any rights and/or freedoms appears 
only later in the constitution and in the establishment of various laws as American society has evolved.  

The final two paintings in this gallery deal with the Equal Rights Amendment and are not included in the 
historical timeline because the ERA is still not an official amendment.  The blank spaces that cut across 
the woman’s arms holding up the child signify a threat to women’s ability to support their children, i.e., 
our future generations, due to America’s inability to recognize that women need equal rights.  The ERA 
was passed by the U.S. Senate and the House of Representatives in 1972. In order for the amendment 
to legitimately become part of the US Constitution it must be ratified by 38 states. After 48 years the 
ERA was finally ratified by 38 states in 2020. Republicans in congress are currently fighting to stop the 
ERA from becoming an official amendment.  For information about ways to help the ERA become part 
of our constitution please visit: www.equalrightsamendment.org | www.now.org |www.eracoalition.org
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Declaration of Independence 1776
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Declaration of Independence, 1776, laser cut watercolor painting on paper, 21.5 x14.5 inches ©2021
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Declaration of Independence, 1776, close up, laser cut watercolor painting on paper, 21.5 x14.5 inches ©2021
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Declaration of Independence: A Transcription
Note: The following text is a transcription of the Stone Engraving of the parchment Declaration of
Independence (the document on display in the Rotunda at the National Archives Museum.) The spelling
and punctuation reflects the original.

In Congress, July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course of human
events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them
with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to e!ect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all
experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to su!er, while evils are su!erable, than to
right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw o! such Government, and to provide new Guards for
their future security.--Such has been the patient su!erance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the
present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
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Declaration of the Rights of  
Man and of the Citizen 1789
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Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, 1789, laser cut ink painting on paper, 
19 x 14.5 inches ©2021



Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, 1789, close up, laser cut ink painting on paper, 
19 x 14.5 inches ©2021
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Declaration of the Rights of  
Woman and of the Citizen 1791
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Declaration of the Rights of Women and the Citizen, 1791, laser cut watercolor painting on paper,
21.5 x 14.5 inches ©2021



Declaration of the Rights of Women and the Citizen, 1791, close up, laser cut watercolor painting on paper, 
21.5 x 14.5 inches ©2021



17



18



19



20

Reconstruction 1862-1896 
 

Emancipation Proclamation 1862 
 

U.S. Constitutional Amendments: 
13th (1865), 14th (1868), and 15th (1870) 

 
SCOTUS Plessy vs. Ferguson 1896 
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Reconstruction, 1862-1896, laser cut watercolor painting on paper, 21.5 x 14.5 inches ©2021
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Emancipation Proclamation 1862



Reconstruction, 1862-1896, close up image of text from the Emancipation Proclamation 1862, laser cut watercolor 
painting on paper, 21.5 x 14.5 inches ©2021
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U.S. Constitutional Amendments 
13th (1865), 14th (1868),

and 15th (1870)



Reconstruction, 1862-1896 close up image of text from the 13th, 14th & 15th Amendments, watercolor painting on paper, 
21.5 x 14.5 inches ©2021
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SCOTUS 
Plessy vs. Ferguson 1896
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Reconstruction, 1862-1896, close up image of text from the 15th Amendment and 
SCOTUS Plessy vs. Ferguson, 1896, laser cut watercolor painting on paper, 21.5 x 14.5 inches ©2021



34Reconstruction, 1862-1896, close up image of text from the 15th Amendment and SCOTUS Plessy vs. Ferguson, 1896, 
laser cut watercolor painting on paper, 21.5 x 14.5 inches ©2021
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Women's Suffrage 1848-1920 

Declaration of Sentiments
Delivered by Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Seneca Falls Convention 1848

Ain’t I a Woman
Sojourner Truth

Seneca Falls Convention 1848

Wyoming’s Women’s Suffrage  
State Constitutional Amendment 1869

Women’s Right to Vote 
Fredrick Douglass 1888

 
Address to Congress for Women’s Suffrage 

Carrie Chapman Catt 1917 

U.S. 19th Constitutional Amendment 1920
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Women’s Suffrage, 1848-1920, laser cut ink paintings on paper, 21.5 x 29 inches ©2021
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Declaration of Sentiments 
Delivered by

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
Seneca Falls Convention 1848



Women’s Suffrage, 1848-1920, close up of text, Declaration of Sentiments from the Seneca Falls Convention, 
1848. laser cut ink paintings on paper, 21.5 x 29 inches ©2021



61



62



63



64



65

Find out more through the 
National Park Service
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Ain’t I a Woman
Sojourner Truth

Seneca Falls Convention 1848



Women’s Suffrage, 1848-1920, close up of text, Ain’t I a Woman speech by Sojourner Truth at Seneca Falls, 
1848. laser cut ink paintings on paper, 21.5 x 29 inches ©2021
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Sojourner Truth (1797-1883):  
Ain’t I A Woman? 
 
 
Delivered 1851 
Women’s Rights Convention, Akron, Ohio 

Well, children, where there is so much racket there must be something out of 
kilter. I think that ‘twixt the negroes of the South and the women at the North, all 
talking about rights, the white men will be in a fix pretty soon. But what’s all this 
here talking about?

That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and 
lifted over ditches, and to have the best place everywhere. Nobody ever helps 
me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives me any best place! And ain’t I a 
woman? Look at me! Look at my arm! I have ploughed and planted, and gathered 
into barns, and no man could head me! And ain’t I a woman? I could work as 
much and eat as much as a man - when I could get it - and bear the lash as well! 
And ain’t I a woman? I have borne thirteen children, and seen most all sold off to 
slavery, and when I cried out with my mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard me! 
And ain’t I a woman?

Then they talk about this thing in the head; what’s this they call it? [member of 
audience whispers, “intellect”] That’s it, honey. What’s that got to do with women’s 
rights or negroes’ rights? If my cup won’t hold but a pint, and yours holds a quart, 
wouldn’t you be mean not to let me have my little half measure full?

Then that little man in black there, he says women can’t have as much rights as 
men, ‘cause Christ wasn’t a woman! Where did your Christ come from? Where 
did your Christ come from? From God and a woman! Man had nothing to do with 
Him.

If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside 
down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back , and get it 
right side up again! And now they is asking to do it, the men better let them.

Obliged to you for hearing me, and now old Sojourner ain’t got nothing more to 
say.
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Women’s Suffrage  
Wyoming’s State Constitutional 

Amendment 1869
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Women’s Suffrage, 1848-1920, close up of text from Wyoming’s 1869 constitutional amendment making it the 
first state to allow women the right to vote. laser cut ink paintings on paper, 21.5 x 29 inches ©2021
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Women’s Right to Vote 
Fredrick Douglass 1888



Women’s Suffrage, 1848-1920, close up of text from Fredrick Douglass’s speech, Women’s Right to Vote, 1888. 
laser cut ink paintings on paper, 21.5 x 29 inches ©2021



74



75



76



77



78



79



80



81




